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MEDCOM installations face transformation  
 
MEDCOM is affected by Army’s Transformation of Installation Management initiative. 
Starting Oct. 1, the installation hierarchy will run through regional installation directors 
in four stateside and three overseas regions, to the Army assistant chief of staff for 
installa-tion management. Garrison functions at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, will be under 
South-west Regional Installation Management Activity (RIMA). MEDCOM’s other 
posts, Fort Detrick, Md., and Walter Reed Army Medical Center, will remain under 
MEDCOM’s command and control but get base operations policy, guidance and OMA 
(operations and maintenance, Army) funds from Northeast RIMA. Detrick and Reed 
differ from other posts in getting most of their funds through MEDCOM from the 
Department of Defense. 
 
New injector expedites nerve-agent treatment  
 
Deploying soldiers soon will have easier-to-use nerve-agent treatments, thanks to Army 
Medical Materiel Development Activity (USAMMDA). The Food and Drug Administra-
tion approved a new antidote auto-injector that injects two drugs through the same 
needle, speeding treatment. It takes up less space, is easier to carry and use, and gets the 
drugs “on board” faster. Service members will begin seeing the new system later this 
year.  
 
Robotic device improves surgery  
 
The da Vinci robotic surgical device made its government-hospital debut Feb. 13 at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. Controlled by surgeons, the robot performs surgery 
with tiny “hands” inserted through nickel-sized incisions. Seated across the room from 
the patient, the surgeon looks into a three-dimensional monitor and manipulates the robot 
with joystick-like controls.  
 
Deputy surgeon general retires after 29 years 
 
MG Patrick D. Sculley retired in May after 29 years’ service. His last assignment was as 
deputy surgeon general, chief of staff of Medical Command, and chief of the Dental 
Corps. Sculley will become executive director of Sigma Xi, an international honor 
society of science and engineering, with 75,000 members in more than 500 chapters at 
colleges and universities, government research labs and industry research centers.  



 
Other important stories in the May Mercury include: 
 
     Third AUSA Medical Symposium is biggest ever, writes LTG James B. Peake, Army 
Surgeon General and MEDCOM commander, in his column. Peake also stresses building 
“business cases” to win credibility for AMEDD ideas and initiatives and urges AMEDD 
members to use the Army Knowledge Online website and its MEDCOM page.  
 
       Army surgical teams get hands-on experience treating actual trauma cases on 30-day 
unit rotations at Army Trauma Training Center, in Miami, Fla. (With several photos.) 
 
       Defense Department and Department of Veterans Affairs seek to expand partnership. 
 
     American, Spanish and British medics assist Afghan families in makeshift clinic.  
 
     Ten Army pharmacy personnel honored at Combined Forces Pharmacy Seminar. 
 
     SSG Dexter L. Mines of Fort Campbell, Ky., MEDDAC and SSG Eboni N. Britton of 
Livorno, Italy, Health Clinic are named MEDCOM Career Counselor of the Year and 
Reenlistment NCO of the Year respectively. 
 
       CPT Matthew St. Laurent, Eisenhower Army Medical Center, Ga.; CPT Deydre 
Teyhen, Fort Meade, Md., MEDDAC; and CPT Stephanie Meyer, Fort Eustis, Va., 
MEDDAC receive first Army Medical Specialist Corps Chief’s Awards of Excellence. 
 
     Five Medical Service Corps junior officers get Corps Chief’s Awards of Excellence. 
 
       Several MEDCOM newspapers and journalists win honors in Keith L. Ware contest. 
 
     William L. Tozier is first Active Army physician assistant to make full colonel. 
 
      Medical Service Corps Reserve officer Garrett Hines wins Silver Medal in Olympics. 
 
     Walter Reed sergeant’s son will tour with Coast-To-Coast Amateur Baseball Stars.  
 
     Photos: mannequin nicknamed “VIRGIL” helps medics learn to insert chest tubes; 
SSG John Heitz and SSG LaTonya Robinson unpack medical supplies in Lagos, Nigeria, 
for 60-person medical team supporting ordnance-clearing mission; SFC Howard Kittell, 
Colorado Army National Guard medic, cleans child’s abrasion in Nicaragua; SFC Gilbert 
Troxler of 86th Combat Support Hospital evaluates British soldier treating mock casualty 
in Multinational Medic Challenge in Kosovo; PFC Danita L. Howard checks patient’s IV 
in clinic at Bagram, Afghanistan; Cliff Manis, of Army Medical Information Systems and 
Services Agency, hefts 385.5 pounds to win age 60-64 powerlift title in Texas state meet. 
 
     Commentary: “Top NCO explains meaning of NCO Vision,” by MEDCOM CSM 
James M. Aplin; and “SMA thanks troops for funeral support,” a letter from SMA Jack 
L. Tilley to Fort Sam Houston soldiers and civilians who supported the funeral of former 
SMA Leon Van Autreve. 


